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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

When you open the London spreadsheet, you’ll see the following strange-looking screen. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

People say, “I can’t read the words, they’re too small!!” Don’t panic.  The teeny-tiny words 
in the cells aren’t meant to be read.  Instead, here is how to read the text: 

[1] When you are positioned 
on any cell in the spreadsheet, 
such as this… 

[2] …the person 
and year pertaining 
to that cell are 
shown up here… 

[3] …and the readable 
contents of the cell 
can be seen up here.  
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

Each row in the spreadsheet contains all entries for a chess manufacturer/retailer, and each 
column contains the entries for one year of the London Directories. 

This column 
contains all 
information for 
the year 1852 

This row contains all 
information for Dixon 

Therefore, this cell 
contains the 
information for 
Dixon, from 1852. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

The reason that the entire main spreadsheet is formatted as such is so that you can quickly 
see the overall context:  the scope/start/finish years of all chess people, all at once. 

People (i.e. the rows) are 
listed in chronological order 
of when their Directory 
listings first appeared. 

Older entries       Newer entries 

People in the same 
column(s) are 
contemporaries 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

By far the easiest way to traverse through the entries is to use the arrow keys.   

Now try the arrow keys:  as you use the left-arrow key and right-
arrow key to move along a row, the information for subsequent years 
will appear in those top two areas, as indicated on slide 3.  Hence 
you can easily see all information for Dixon, year-by-year, by using 
the left-arrow and right-arrow keys. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

To find a particular person, use the Excel “Find” function (an easy shortcut is CTRL-F).   

For instance, we can enter Dixon and click Find Next, and it’ll hop to 
the row with Dixon’s information.  Then use the right-arrow key to 
move quickly along the row.  Remember to keep your eyes on the top 
two viewing areas as indicated on slide 3. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

Sometimes the Directory listing is too long to see all of it in the little window.  Here is what 
you can do.   

[1] Click on this little button 

[2] And the readable “cell contents” 
window expands so that you can 
see more of the Directory listing.. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

Now let’s look at the spreadsheet tabs, each of which contains important information.  As 
we’ve seen, when you first enter the London Grid, you’re in the tab with the listing text. 

The first (default) tab is 
the one with all of the text 
for the Directory listings. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

The next tab brings up a sheet that looks identical, but instead of text, the cells have links to 
the actual images for each Directory listing. 

Go to any cell 
with a link, and 
click on it. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

When you click on a cell, your browser should launch and bring up an image of the actual 
Directory listing. 

Typically you would first find the desired listing on the London 
Grid tab, then you can flip to the Links tab and use the arrow keys 
to quickly go to the same cell (same row, same column) by looking 
at the person/year, as indicated on slide 3. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

Now let’s check out the next tab, “All Listings”.  This tab contains a comprehensive set of listings 
that include pre- and post- merger/acquisition listings for the chess persons/companies.  

For example, the listings for Goldsmiths & Silversmiths Company 
contain listings for all firms and people who predated (or post-dated) 
the company: 

The “All Listings” tab contains the London Directories listings for all 
of these companies and people (within the Goldsmiths & Silversmiths 
Co. row.) 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

The final tab provides a list of all chess manufacturers and retailers contained within the 
spreadsheet. 
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The London Directories Spreadsheet 

Those are the basic instructions for usage.  If you have any questions, let me know! 


